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Maranao    (The Philippine Language Situation, R. David Zorc, LRC, McNeil Tech)


MARANAO: a language of Philippines

SIL code:  MRW – ISO 639-2: phi

Population:
776,169 (1990 census), 1.4% of the population.

Region:
Mindanao, Lanao del Norte and Lanao del Sur provinces.

Alternate names:
RANAO, MARANAW

Classification:
Austronesian, Malayo-Polynesian, Western Malayo-Polynesian, Southern Philippine, Danao, Maranao-Iranon.

Comments:
87% intelligibility of Iranun (see Magindanaon); 52% of Magindanaon. Dictionary. Literacy rate in second language: 20%. Muslim, Christian. NT 1981.

Copyright ¬© 2002 SIL International [Ethnologue: Web]

From RDZorc memo April 1989:

Maranao is the language of more than half a million Muslim Filipinos, as such it is the ninth largest language of the country.  It forms the major part of a dialect chain known as the Danao group of languages, including Magindanao (with 480,000 speakers) and Iranon; it also includes the Ilanon language of Borneo.  How​ever, the extremes of this chain are not mutually intelligible, much like the situation of German and Dutch.

Maranao is the primary language of the MNLF (Moro National Liberation Front), the group that wishes to secede from the Philippines and form an independent government.  Periodicals published in Marawi City and other areas of northern Mindanao discuss these issues.

The LRC library has several newspapers, PAGALONGANAN dating between 1975 and 1976. We should endeavor to obtain more recent editions.  All of the remaining resources are in my private collection:


ACTIONS REQUIRED OR RECOMMENDED REGARDING MARANAO
A mimeographed two-volume course and grammar by Jonathan Epstein for the Peace Corps are referred to in the CAL Survey of Mater​ials for the Study of the Uncommonly Taught Languages.  Since this language may be of strategic importance in the future, we should locate, photocopy and assess these materials.  Otherwise, virtually all aspects of course production (curri​culum, textbook, reference grammar) would have to be carried on here, granting the employment of a suitable language-speaker.

We could also seek the advice of Prof. McKaughan of Hawaii, who is an authority on this language and has a computerized database.
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