§16 LANGUAGE AND CULTURE #2:
PARALANGUAGE

Interjections – a call or outcry made by a speaker, expressing his or her attitude or personal  reaction to a given situation, e.g., yes, no, ouch!, help! They are functors (discourse-based words) and not contentives (content words), even if they may be a somewhat "open" system (i.e., not "closed" like demonstratives and pronouns).
What is your culture-based outcry for pain? Eng ouch!

What is your culture-based representation of a sneeze? Eng a-choo?

HIDDEN ASPECTS OF COMMUNICATION (paralanguage)
55% or more of all communication
· Body language (kinesics): gestures, eye contact
· Tone and Character of Voice (intonation): command, irritation, surprise; voice: "I'm here." -- high, low, quick, slow, rising, falling
· Physical distance (proxemics) 8 inches – 21 inches apart
· Cultural use of space (e.g., office layout, courtroom layout)
American office (supervisor has a separate office),
Japanese office (supervisor at head table in same room)
· Cultural use of time (e.g., on-time, late, early, relative time (African time, Philippine time)

· Communicating with clothing (protection from the elements, modesty, uniform(/s, e.g., judge, sailor, doctor, nurse, beauty queen), what body parts can be revealed?, "lucky shirt," cross or saint's medal).
· Communicating with makeup (lipstick, eye shadow, rouge, tattoos, decorative scaring or scarification, circumcision or subincision.
· Gender differences in language, e.g., male vs. female speech in Atayal (Formosa/Taiwan), e.g., batu 'stone' {female}, ptux 'stone' {male}

· Speech Level (Japanese, Javanese) = very high – to a king or prince; high – to one's parents, teachers, government officials; intermediate – to one's friends or subordinates, younger siblings; low – to lowest caste, household servants, animals

· Speech Style (formal, informal, politically-correct)
LANGUAGE LOSS HAS CULTURAL ROOTS

According to the (UNESCO) study, a native language can disappear when its speakers relocate and are required to speak the dominant tongue to get a job and function in the new society, or because they confront a more aggressive or economically stronger culture. (UNESCO study re: Endangered Languages, New York Times, February 20, 2002)
Politically Correct Terms



· Alive: Temporarily metabolically abled. 

· Bald: Follicularly challenged. 

· Body Odor: Nondiscretionary fragrance. 

· Clumsy: Uniquely coordinated. 

· Dead: Living impaired. 

· Dirty Old Man: Sexually focused chronologically gifted individual. 

· Dishonest: Ethically disoriented. 

· Fail: Achieve a deficiency. 

· Fat: Horizontally challenged. 

· Ignorant: Knowledge-based nonpossessor. 

· Lazy: Motivationally deficient. 

· Panhandler: Unaffiliated applicant for private-sector funding. 

· Perverted: Sexually dysfunctional. 

· Pregnant: Parasitically oppressed. 

· Serial-Killer: Person with difficult-to-meet needs. 

· Short: Vertically challenged. 

· Spendthrift: Negative saver. 

· Stoned: Chemically inconvenienced. 

· Ugly: Cosmetically different. 

· Unemployed: Involuntarily leisured. 

· Vagrant: Nonspecifically destinationed individual. 

· Worst: Least best. 

· Wrong: Differently logical. 

Using Body Language

Techniques > Using Body Language

Message clusters | Other notes | See also
Body language is an important part of communication which, according to at least one study, constitutes around 55% of what we are communicating. If you wish to communicate well, then it makes sense to understand how you can (and can't) use your body to say what you mean.

Pages on using body language include:

Message clusters

Body language comes in clusters of signals and postures, depending on the internal emotions and mental states.  Recognizing a whole cluster is thus far more reliable than trying to interpret individual elements.

· Aggressive body language: Showing physical threat. 

· Bored body language: Just not being interested. 

· Closed body language: Many reasons are closed. 

· Deceptive body language: Seeking to cover up lying or other deception. 

· Defensive body language: Protecting self from attack. 

· Emotional body language: Identifying feelings. 

· Evaluating body language: Judging and deciding about something. 

· Open body language: Many reasons for being open. 

· Power body language: Demonstrating one's power. 

· Ready body language: Wanting to act and waiting for the trigger. 

· Relaxed body language: Comfortable and unstressed. 

· Romantic body language: Showing attraction to others. 

· Submissive body language: Showing you are prepared to give in. 

 Other notes

· Emphasis with body language: Adding emphasis to what you are saying. 

· Social distances: The space between us. 

· Body language caveat: You can't control all of your muscles. So why bother? 

· Touching: Using physical touch. 

See also

Non-Verbal Behavior, Understanding body language
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