§14 LANGUAGE USE (COMMUNICATION, CONTEXT, DISCOURSE, PRAGMATICS)


Discourse analysis AKA Pragmatics is the study of how sentences can be combined to form a text and of parts of speech that are used in specific contexts, i.e., the grammar of sentence combinations. This is important in course development because one must treat all the major discourse elements, such as greetings, blessings, curses, that a student should understand. Inclusion of the same elements is critical in dictionary making. Since pragmatics has established itself as a new direction in linguistics, a grammar must include how sentences are combined at the discourse level and what morphemes apply there.
Traditional Classification of Sentences

1. Declarative = statement

2. Interrogative = question

3. Imperative = command or request

4. Exclamatory = exclamation

5. Greeting = phatic communion = stereotyped cultural formulae

6. Vocative = a call

Austin, J. L. 1962. How to Do Things with Words. Oxford: Oxford University Press.


2nd Ed. Cambridge, Massachussets: Harvard University Press.
7. Performative = actually doing something with words. All performatives have a deep structure of a verb in the 1st person singular indicative active, e.g., "I hereby declare…"

"I now pronounce you man and wife."


"I, being of sound mind, hereby bequeath my estate to my son."

This can lead to magic and ritual in its extremes in some cultures, e.g., pointing with a bone and ritual words will lead to a person's death.

J. L. Austin

1. Constatives = propositions (True or False)


Result of wrong constative = a liar!

2. Performatives (Felicitive vs. Infelicitive)


Result of wrong performative = a hypocrit!

3. Speech Acts are of three kinds:
(a) Locutionary

"I pronounce you man and wife"

(b) Illocutionary (may remain 1st person or change to 2nd or third person, tense can be present or present progressive or can change to past or future)

"I am pronouncing them man and wife."


"You pronounced us man and wife."


"He will pronounce us man and wife."

(c) Perlocutionary (using another person, another voice, and/or paraphrase)

"I married them."


"He married us."


"We were married."


"You will be joined together as man and wife."

Five classes of performative:


Verdictives = giving of a verdict by a jury, arbitrator, or umpire.


Exercitives = excercising of powers, rights, or influence (e.g., appointing, voting, ordering, urging, warning, etc.).


Commissives = promising or undertaking (commit the speaker to do something including espousals or siding with another).


Behabitives = social behavior (e.g., apologizing, congratulating, commending, cursing, swearing an oath, condoling, challenging, etc.)


Expositives = making clear how utterances fit into the course of an argument or conversation (e.g., reply, argue, concede, assume, postulate, illustrate, etc.)

M.A.K. Halliday.

1966-68., "Notes on transitivity and theme in English," Parts 1, 2 & 3. Journal of Linguistics 3.1:37-81; 3.2:199-244; 4.2:179-215.
1. Transitivity = experiential component, e.g., causer/actor, process, affected/goal, beneficiary, etc.

2. Theme vs. Rheme = discourse component1
The theme is the framework or the point of departure of the message. The rheme is what the addresser wants to convey about the theme.

3. Information = discourse component2, e.g., given vs. new.

4. Mood = interpersonal component, e.g., modal vs. residual
5. Predication = logical component, e.g., subject vs. predicate
Beyond Halliday …
6. Reference = interpretation of a sentence AKA context

Four linguists at a coffee bar in Amsterdam. (1) "I'll have Café Latte." (2) "I'd like Capucino." (3) "I'll have Turkish coffee." (4)" I'll just have Coke please." Bartender responds: "Oh, I'm so sorry, we only have Hasish and Marijuana!"

7. Focus = highlighting, however accomplished in a language, e.g., fronting or grammatical change.

This is the man I wanted you to meet.


What I meant to say is …

8. Presumption AKA Presupposition = What does the speaker assume the hearer knows?
9. Question to Answer problem = What does a question mean? What data is pertinent? What is desired in the answer?
10. Coherence of a text.

11. Paraphrase (different words) vs. Agnation (different grammar).

12. What form must a linguistic theory take in order to account for discourse?

S (sentence)-only analysis stops short. Language is discourse! What does "Others don't" mean?


A-phasia vs. THE-phasia. Control of English articles is very difficult.

Major Discourse types:

1. Narrative = tells a story, describes an event in a chronological framework.

2. Procedural = prescribes a procedure

3. Expository = gives explanatory information.

4. Hortatory = gives advice or exhortation.

5. Ritual = performance (of performatives) AND phatic communion (expressions used to establish rapport with the addressee)
6. Argument (including a position paper)

Parts of Speech limited to Discourse

1. Pronouns = can only be used once a noun or name has been introduced.


John is a good boy. He washes my car every week.


Mary is a superb cook. I love her lasagna.

The third person neuter pronoun can be used in impersonal constructions.


It is despicable.

It is snowing.
2. Demonstratives AKA Deictics = can be used once a location has been introduced or if it understood.

Chicago is truly a windy city. We went there last year.

Come here! or Come hither!
They can refer to time:


Once upon a time, there was a wolf….

They are also used in indefinite constructions, eg.


There is water over there.


There are many people here today.

3. Verb tense, voice, and mood are determined by context.

4. Interjections + culture – a call or outcry made by a speaker, expressing his or her attitude or personal  reaction to a given situation, e.g., yes, no, ouch!, help! They are functors (discourse-based words) and not contentives (content words), even if they may be a somewhat "open" system (i.e., not "closed" like demonstratives and pronouns).

5. Ideophones or Phonesthemes – words that imitate an event, sound (onomatopoeia), smell, or color (as if it were speaking)


It fell with a thud.


Arf! (dog)


Moo (cow)


Meow! (cat)


Phew! (it stinks)

Ideophones are an important part-of-speech in the Bantu language family.  They share certain features with verbs (in that they predicate actions, sounds, or states), with adverbs (in that they are often attributive), and with interjections (in that they emphasize or add color to discourse, similar to English boing!, splat!, plop!, or thwack!). In Rwanda or Rundi:
/cwe/ {both} 'hush! (imitation of the "sound" of sudden silence)'

/duumbagu/ {Rundi} 'kerplunk! (imitation of the sound of s.t. falling into water)'

/pya/ {both} 'bang!, wham!, crack! (imitation of the sound of a sudden strike)'

/tukutuku/ {both} 'very red'

/vutú/ {both} 'smack!, crack!, snap! (imitation of the sound of a sudden hit)'

/bwii/ {Rwanda} (imitation of the sound of a flatulence or passing gas)

  /umusuzi uramúciika ngo bwii/ {Rwanda} 'gas escapes him with a fart' (R14)

English equivalents would often be introduced by the phrase "It went ..." or "verbed with a(n) ...," e.g.,

I saw a hungry cat, it went 'meow.'

The vase dropped; it went 'craaaaaasssh.'

The safe dropped with a thud.

The dog ran off with a yelp.
6. Discourse particles AKA discourse markers– words that add emotion, inject mood, state an opinion (like), indicate relative time (already, still, yet, anymore), or give some form of contextual meaning (you know) to spoken or written speech.
a. TAGALOG QUESTION & ANSWER PARTICLES:

	ba
	is it?
	(marks or makes a question)

	sána
	hopefully
	(marks speaker's wish or hope)

	din / rin
	also, too
	(marks a reply or sequence)

	kasí
	since, because
	(explains or gives a reason)

	daw / raw   
	he/she said
	(marks a quotation)

	aní
	according to
	(marks a report)

	umanó
	accordingly
	(marks a rumor)

	po'
	sir, madame
	(shows high degree of respect)

	ho'
	sir, madame
	(shows medium degree of respec)


b. TAGALOG TIME-ORIENTED PARTICLES:

	na
	already, now
	(action or state has begun)

	pa
	still, yet
	(action or state not begun)

	agád
	right away
	(immediate action necessary)

	namán
	then; also
	(subsequent action or relationship)

	múna
	firstly; next
	(action to follow)

	lági
	always
	(applies all the time)


c. TAGALOG LIMITING PARTICLES:

	lámang, lang
	just, only
	(limits the scope of a word)

	sakáli'
	in case, by chance
	(conditional)

	tíla
	perhaps, it seems
	(some possibility)

	baká'
	maybe, perhaps
	(low possibility; "I wonder")

	yáta'
	maybe, could be
	(medium possibility)

	sigúro
	 certainly
	(probable, high possibility)


d. TAGALOG EMPHASIS PARTICLES:

	palá
	oh!, really!
	(indicates discovery)

	nga'
	well, even
	(personal emphasis)

	kayá'
	that's why; indeed
	(indicates speaker's certainty)

	talagá
	very, really
	(intensifies phrase)


Intonation

Pitch or tone contours are suprasegmental phonological units that come into play at both the discourse and culture level. Intonation is important in all languages, including English, where tone marks a sentence type (e.g., question, exclamation, statement, etc.). Reflect on
What are we having for dinner, mother?

Here we are asking our mother what she might be preparing. But contrast:

What are we having for dinner, mother?

where we are asking each other, with some shock, if we are resorting to eating our mother for dinner!

In this regard tone languages such as Rwanda or Rundi are no different. The intonation assigned to individual words is relative to how and where they occur in a sentence. As Overdulve points out:

The general intonation of each sentence has a falling quality; this descending intonation regularly affects the tones of the sentence; a high [tone] at the end of a sentence may therefore be pronounced lower than a low [tone] at the beginning of the same sentence. (1975:19, translation S. Harrell)
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