§13 SPECIAL KINDS OF MEANING

12. Understatement or weaker to stronger meaning. 
litotes

This is no small problem.


Proto-Austronesian *bunúq 'kill, butcher' > Tagalog bunó7 'struggle' or Aklanon bunú7 'stab.'

13. The narrowing of meaning to a general term.
generalization

Proto-Austronesian *Si ká7en 'used for eating' is applied very broadly to 'fish' in Kalamian ian, Chamorro guihan, Iban, Malay ikan, Fijian, Tonga ika, Bunun iska:n or


Proto Austronesian *qáyam 'domestic animal' > Western Bukidnon Manobo ayam 'domestic livestock' has come to mean Aklanon áyam 'dog,' Malay ayam 'fowl,' Amis 7ayam 'chicken,' Saisiyat 7æyam 'pork.'
14. Shift to a lower or more negative meaning.
degeneration

baby = infant => (term of address for a prostitute or loose woman)


Proto Malayo-Polynesian *tulíh 'earwax' > Malay tuli 'deaf' or

PHN *lalaw 'exceed, surpass, go beyond' > Western Bukidnon Manobo lalew 'grieve over s.t. to the extent that one does not eat.'

15. Shift to a higher or more positive meaning.
elevation

Proto Malayo-Polynesian *dátu7 'chief, head of a clan' > Javanese ratu 'prince,' ke-ratO n 'court' or Tiruray datu7 'Moslem nobleman.'

16. Limitation of meaning to a specific field or sense.
specialization
as in the scientific application of English


mass

energy.


PHN *gemi 'suckerfish,' Echeneis ~ Remora sp. is derived from Proto Malayo-Polynesian *gemi 'hold on by.

17. Close association of meanings or nearness in space
metonomy
or time.


Washington = the United States Government

the sword = military power


Tagalog bibíg 'mouth' from Proto Malayo-Polynesian bi+bíR 'lip'.
It probably also apply in a case such as 


Proto Hesperonesian Formosan *buqél {protruding bone} > Aklanon bu7úE 'heel,' Western Bukidnon Manobo bu7el 'knee,' Cebuano bu7ul-2 'ankle,' Saisiyat bö7öl 'bone.'
18. Whole/part relationship of meaning.
synecdoche
This is a figure of speech in which a part is used for the whole,


hand = sailor (as in all hands on deck)
the whole for a part,


the law = police officer

the specific for the general,


cutthroat = assassin
the general for the specific


thief = pickpocket
or the material for the thing made from it


steel = sword

Proto Malayo-Polynesian *banua 'inhabited territory, human ecosystem' > Aklanon, Cebuano bánwa 'town' [whole => part], Mal benua 'continent' [part => whole], Iban benua7 'anthill' [part => whole].
19. Exaggeration can be used for emphasis or effect.
hyperbole

I could sleep all day! => I could sleep for a year!


This bookbag weighs twenty-two pounds. =>This bookbag weighs a ton!


Proto Malayo-Polynesian *silaq 'split' > Tiruray sila7 'lightning.'

20. Social prohibition on using a word
taboo

English 'toilet' has developed numerous circumlocutions such as 'bathroom,' 'W.C.,' 'lavatory,' rest room,' etc.

This may have been the case in the semantic development of


Proto Malayo-Polynesian *ZuRúq 'sap' to 

Proto Southern Philippine *duRúq 'blood.'

Australian Aboriginal languages have a death taboo, where a word that sounds similar to or rhymes with the name of a dead person cannot be used for a period of three years.


Yolngu-Matha Matuwa (male personal name) led to the prohibition of motaka 'automobile' for about three years. Lorri was used instead.
21. Translations can draw on word relationships.
paraphrase

the boy / the youth / the young man

22. Translations can use more appropriate grammatical construc-

tions with different structures, yet have a related meaning.
agnation

John bought the book


The book was bought by John


John's buying of the book


The book that John bought

Note: John's purchase of the book is a mixture of paraphrase and agnation.
23. Words can have a general or a specific meaning.
marking
Marked -- having a presupposition or special meaning attached, e.g., How young are you? implies that the person is young, not old.

Unmarked -- not having any presupposition or special meaning attached, e.g., How old are you? does not presuppose the person is young or old.

24. Do semantics and grammar intersect? Chomsky does not include semantics in his grammar, e.g., his now famous example:

Colorless green ideas sleep furiously.

is correct at the grammatical level, but nonsense at the completely separate semantic level. However, linguists like Langendoen (subcate​gorizational features) and Fillmore (case grammar) do include semantics in their grammar, e.g., verbs can and do take a special kind of object:


Drink your milk!


Eat your ice cream!

English drink implies a liquid object, while eat implies a solid object.


"Drink your ice cream!" implies that the ice cream has melted. (semantic projection)

