§09 VERBS (CONJUGATION and STRUCTURE)
Verbs can be defined in several ways:
1. lexical definition = citing all the verbs in a given language. For example, English run, walk, hit, split, eat, buy, sell, water, think, feel, lie, sing, talk, pet, are verbs. Such a list would, however, be very long! Alternatively, one can look up any word encountered in a dictionary to see if it is or can be a verb.

2. semantic definition = looking at this part of speech to see its general meanings. Thus, "verbs are words that relate actions, motions, states of being, emotions, etc."

3. formal definition = looking at the behavior of morphemes in a particular language =. For example,

words in English that can take the –s third person singular suffix are verbs.

words in English that can take the –ed  past suffix are verbs.

4. functional definition = determining the grammatical frames or paradigms. This method relies strictly on the use of the forms in actual sentences =. In English, a frame like
"The man has _____ed." (arrive, talk, pet) or


“_______ing is wonderful.” (love, hope, travel, sing)

will reveal a large number of verbs.

All of the above examples show the use of frames.

The following show sets or paradigms:


walk
sell
sing

walks
sells
sings

is walking
is selling
is singing

walked
sold
sang

has walked
has sold
has sung

verb
irregular verbs
CONJUGATION
The various inflections of a verb are its conjugation.
valence – the number of noun satellites a verb can take [review discussion in nouns].
Ø place predicate (subject only):

It is snowing.

1 place predicate (subject and one noun in the predicate):

The bottle is full.

They went hunting.

He sang a ballad.

2 place predicate (subject and two nouns in the predicate, one usually an indirect object or an instrument):


The soothsayer read them their fortune.


She showed him the wound.


He got there by bus.

3 place predicate (subject and three nouns in the predicate):


He cut me a piece with his Bowie knife.


He started her a fire with a flintstone.


We bought him a gift at the dollar store.

voice – the ways of promoting an object or another role to subject position
Some languages (e.g., Australian Aboriginal) do not have voice at all. But most languages have a way of promoting the object noun phrase to subject position.

English has two voices (active and passive).


He sold three fish. active

Three fish were sold by him. passive
Philippine languages have four voices (active, direct passive = object totally affected or object moving towards doer, instrumental or object moving away from doer, and locative or object partially affected


Tagalog pumuntá active imperative ‘went’


Tagalog puntahán locative imperative ‘be gone to(wards)’


Tagalog itaním instrumental imperative ‘be planted’


Tagalog alisín direct passive imperative ‘be removed’

Logical value – whether the statement is affirmative or negative; some languages if it is hypothetical

He is going to Malta.

He is not going to Malta.


If he is going to Malta ….

mood – the verbal function within the type of statement being made (indicative, subjunctive, participial, relative, infinitive, imperative, hortative, optative)

We are going. indicative

Should we go? subjunctive

We heard they are going. participial

those who are going. relative

Do you plan to go? infinitive

Go! imperative

Let's go! hortative

May you go in peace! optative
tense – the time of the action (present now, past before now, future after now, etc.)
aspect – an overview of an action as to whether it in progress (progressive), ongoing (imperfective), or completed (perfective)

The plane is arriving. progressive

The plane arrives at five o’clock. imperfective

The plane has arrived. perfective
The category of conjugation must be determined on a language-by-language basis. See the attached overview of the Rwanda & Rundi verb system. In these Bantu languages, subjunctive is a suffix, which is limited to aspect; it is not a mood as in Indo-European languages.
VERB PHRASE = a verb and all the material that goes with it, e.g., auxiliary verb (is walking, like to hunt), modal verb (should do), object (buy a turkey), complement (are clean).
