§08 NOUNS (CASE and STRUCTURE)
Nouns can be defined in several ways:
1. lexical definition = citing all the nouns in a given language. For example, English man, woman, child, boy, girl, bird, dog, fish, egg, stone, head, eye, path, fat, are nouns. Such a list would, however, be very long! Alternatively, one can look up any word encountered in a dictionary to see if it is or can be a noun.

2. semantic definition = looking at this part of speech to see its general meanings. Thus, "nouns are words that name persons, places, things, states of being, emotions, etc."

3. formal definition = looking at the behavior of morphemes in a particular language =. For example,

words in English that can take the –s plural suffix are nouns.

4. functional definition = determining the grammatical frames or paradigms. This method relies strictly on the use of the forms in actual sentences =. In English, frame like
"The ___________ has arrived." (man, bus, package) or


“_______ is wonderful.” (love, hope, rain, snow)

will reveal a large number of nouns.

All of the above examples show the use of frames.

The following show sets or paradigms:


man
I


man's
me


men
my


men's
mine


noun
pronoun
Note that English only has two cases for nouns and four for pronouns.
CASE is a means of keeping the noun satellites surrounding a verb distinct based on their role or function within a sentence.
Sometimes word order determines such a function in a given language.
SVO – Subject + Verb + Object ( = any complement) in English and Bantu
OVS – Object + Verb + Subject is the design of passive sentences in SVO languages.

VSO – Verb + Subject + Object in most Philippine languages
SOV – Subject + Object + Verb
VALENCE – the number of noun satellites a verb can take

Ø place predicate (subject only):
It is raining.

The panda ran away.
The tiger died.
She laughed.
We are eating.

1 place predicate (subject and one noun in the predicate):

The grass is green.

The can is empty.
They went hunting.

I ran home.

He walked ten miles.

Did you buy the fish?

We are eating papaya.

She sang a folksong.

2 place predicate (subject and two nouns in the predicate, one usually an indirect object or an instrument):


He gave me some money.


She showed him the book.


We bought her a gift.


The old man told them a story.


He got there by bus.


He cut it with a knife.


Please open this bottle for me.

3 place predicate (subject and three nouns in the predicate):


He cut me a piece with his Bowie knife.


He started her a fire with a flintstone.


We bought him a gift at the dollar store.

SURFACE CASES

In other languages the noun phrase has special case marking. The various case forms of a noun are its declension.
nominative – the case of the subject.
accusative – the case of the object

dative – the case of the indirect object

locative – the place at or in (allative towards, ablative from, pergressive through, etc.)
vocative – the case used to call or address someone

DEEP CASES (DEEP STRUCTURE SEMANTIC ROLES)

actor – the doer of an intransitive verb

agentive – the doer of a transitive verb
patient – the receiver of an action; the person to whom something is done
object – the inanimate receiver of an action; the thing to which something is done

beneficiary – the person for whom an action is done or to whom something is given

instrument – the thing used to perform an action
NOUN PHRASE = a noun and all the material that goes with it, e.g., article, adjective, numeral.
“left branching” language – all accompanying material goes to the left of the head noun.

Wives always argue.


The wives always argue.


The man’s wives always argue.


The man’s three wives always argue.


The man’s boisterous three wives always argue.

Armenian

AMN-i prezident Bushə hastatel e: (amerikyan taratsk'um gtnvogh razmakan bazanerə p’akelu ev pashtpanakan mi shark’ obyektner varats’nelu kam drants gortsuneuty’yunə verakoghmnoroshelu handznatsoghovi) arajarkuty’yunnerə.
USA President Bush approved the proposals (of the committee to close military bases located on American territory and to dismantle several defense installations or to convert their activity). (R29)

“right branching” language – all accompanying material goes to the right of the head noun.

The wives of the man always argue.

The wives of the rich man always argue.

TYPES OF NOUNS

Abstract noun – the name of a physically intangible item that is emotionally, intellectually, or spiritually perceptible, e.g., love, faith, peace, law and order
Mass noun – the name of a group of entities perceived of as a single unit, e.g., blood, milk, water, fish
Collective noun – the name of either a single entity or a group of the same entities the plural of which implies a type of, e.g., water, grass, rice
Note. English is ambiguous on the difference between mass and collective nouns, e.g., three fishes = three types of fish (perch, mackerel, shark), four waters (spring water, well water, distilled water, bottled water)
Count noun – any noun which can be counted, e.g., two lawn mowers, three bicycles, four men, eighteen children
Classifier – a marker identifying the language-specific type or class of count noun, usually inserted after a number and before the head noun, e.g.


four sheets of paper


three sticks of gum

Indonesian: dua orang Amerika ‘two (human) Americans’


Indonesian: dua pohon apel ‘two apple (trees)’

Indonesian: dua buah apel ‘two apple (fruits)’

Chinese and some Micronesian languages have a huge number of classifiers.
Verbal noun AKA deverbal noun – any nominal derived from a verb, e.g., actor, worker, seller, refrigerator
Gerund, e.g., walking, selling, buying, shipping
Infinitive, e.g., to walk, to ride, to go
Adjectival noun – any nominal derived from an adjective, e.g., sweetness, kindness, whiteness
Denominal noun – any nominal derived from a noun root, e.g., friendship
