
§07 SENTENCE-BUILDING (GRAMMAR or SYNTAX)
"Grammar" refers to the traditional rules of sentence building and the determination of all parts of speech (nouns, pronouns, demonstratives, verbs, adjectives, adverbs, conjunctions, interjections).
"Syntax" (syn = together and tax = rules) refers to the rules involved in sentence building, i.e., putting words together into a sentence. Putting sentences together into a text or discourse is covered by a different study called pragmatics (or discourse analysis). According to this view, pronouns and demonstratives are strictly governed at the discourse level and are part of pragmatics, not syntax.
TYPOLOGY 1

What is the standard or usual (unmarked) word order in a given language?

SVO – Subject + Verb + Object ( = any complement) in English and Bantu
OVS – Object + Verb + Subject is the design of passive sentences in SVO languages.

VSO – Verb + Subject + Object in most Philippine languages
OSV – Object + Subject + Verb
SOV – Subject + Object + Verb
This first kind of classification is called linguistic typology.
How is the subject phrase marked?

word order (usually first in a SVO language)

case (special nominative or agentive markers) Tagalog ang
How is the object phrase marked?

word order (usually last in a SVO language)

case (special accusative or object markers) Tagalog ng [nang]
What other phrases can occur in a sentence?

indirect object (beneficiary for or to)
locative (allative towards, ablative from, etc.) Tagalog sa
temporal

TYPOLOGY 2

Languages are split into those that mark the doer of a transitive verb in a special way (with a special agentive affix = ergative language) different from the doer of an intransitive verb, as opposed to those that treat subjects and objects in much the same way ( = nominative-accusative language).

Several linguists consider Tagalog (and most other Philippine languages) to be ergative because the doer in a passive sentence is marked by ng, ni, nina.

PARTS OF SPEECH

In morphology, we split words into their smallest meaningful units. Morphemes may then be compared or classified on the basis of their meaning, their behavior (inflection) in a particular language, or their function in sentences (syntax). The groups that result from the latter classification form the part of speech system of any given language. The most universal parts of speech are:

nouns (the broader class of nominals include pronouns, demonstratives, and numerals)
verbs

adjectives
adverbs

conjunctions

interjections

discourse particles
WAYS OF ISOLATING A PART OF SPEECH

1. One way of learning the parts of speech is to name them = lexical definition. For example, English nouns are: man, woman, child, boy, girl, bird, dog, fish, egg, stone, head, eye, path, fat, etc. While this may be useful start for a beginning student, is not a very good method linguistically, since such a list would be very long. The beginner would also be lost if a word or form were not on the list! One would have to complete a full linguistic analysis of the language before a complete list could be given. In a language with a significant amount of research, one can look up any word encountered in a dictionary.
2. Another way of looking at parts of speech is to see their general meanings = semantic definition). Thus"

"nouns are words that name persons, places, or things,"

"adjectives are words that indicate a quality," and

"verbs are words that specify actions, states, feelings, and thoughts."

However, this also is not a very good method. For example, love is a noun, but it is not a person, place, or thing; and it can also function as a verb. Thus, it is use even more than meaning which helps us determine the part of speech of any morpheme or form.

3. One of the better ways to determine a part of speech is to look at the behavior of morphemes in a particular language = formal definition. For example,

words in English that can take the –ing and –ed surffixes are verbs;


Tagalog <um>, mag-, nag-, i-, ipag-, -(h)in, -(h)an

words in English that can take the –er and –est suffixes are adjectives;


Tagalog ma- (generally), mas, pinaka-

words in English that can take the –s plural suffix are nouns; etc.


Tagalog mga [manga]

However, this will not include a large number of irregular forms. For example, English sing does take –ing, but not –ed, since it has an irregular past sang.
Can you develop similar rules for your language?
4. The most useful method of determining the part of speech of any given form or morpheme is through grammatical frames or paradigms. This method relies strictly on the use of the forms in actual sentences = functional definition. In English, a frame like
"The ___________ has arrived" will reveal a large number of nouns.

"The ___________ child fell" will reveal adjectives.

"The boy can _________" will reveal verbs.

All of the above examples show the use of frames.

The following show sets or paradigms:


man
I
ride
kind


man's
me
rides
kinder


men
my
rode
kindest


men's
mine
ridden




riding


noun
pronoun
verb
adjective

Can you make a paradigm for each major part of speech in your language?
The above is the standard inflection of various parts of speech in English. Note that when a noun in inflected for case or number it has a special term called declension, while when a verb is inflected for tense, aspect, voice, or mood the process is called conjugation.

TRANSFORMATIONS = Ways of saying the same things but using different grammatical patterns.
The dog bit the mailman. | The mailman was bit by the dog.

I bought this book at Staples. | Staples is where I bought this book.

I will buy a new car. | FUTURE ACTIVE
I bought a new car. | PAST ACTIVE
I am buying a new car. | PRESENT PROGRESSIVE ACTIVE
The new car was bought by me. | PAST PASSIVE

SEE Wikipedia: <https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Transformational_grammar>
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