03 SOUNDS (PHONOLOGY)

Phonology is the science of determining the sounds that are significant or important in a specific language.
A significant sound in a given language is called a phoneme.

Example: English /p/
Note that a phoneme is put within forward slashes.

An alternate of a significant sound is called an allophone.
Example: English [pʰ] (the raised h denotes aspiration, or a buff of breath)
Note that an allophone is put with square brackets.

Emic (the “inside view”) is what is important to a specific language or culture.

Thus, phonemic is what sound is important to a specific language. Native speakers tend to hear phonologically.

Etic (the “outside view”) is what is observed from a non-native standpoint.

Thus, phonetic is what sounds are present in languages generally. Non-native speakers tend to hear phonetically.
Review of the IPA (the International Phonetic Alphabet) – see last week’s Table.
Determining which of the sounds that occur in our data for a specific language (the phonetic transcription) are significant. If there are alternations (such as aspiration at the beginning of a word, unreleased stops at the end of the word), setting up the rules that determine them as allophones. The arrangements of sounds or the rules that govern sounds are called phonotactics.
Minimal pairs are sets of words that differ by only one phonetic feature.
bet – pet

bet – bed
bet – bit
The sounds (phonemes) of English vs. the spelling (graphemes) of English.
The Roman alphabet of 26 letters has 21 consonant characters and 5 vowel characters.

American Standard English has 24 consonants and 13 vowels!
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ENGLISH VOWELS
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