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GLOSSARY OF LINGUISTIC TERMS

*A*

abilitative - mood of a verb that indicates an ability to do something, e.g., can, could, able to
ablative case - the place from ~ out of which

ablaut - the vowel change involved internal to some English roots, e.g., sing - sang, run - ran, etc.

absolutive case – the case of the noun without any marking; often the same as the nominative case or subject.
abstract noun  -  indicates an abstraction or non-tangible item, e.g., love, friendship, often marked by -ness or -ity in English, as in goodness, scarcity
accent - one of many aspects of language use [cf: interference]

accent pair [ = diatone]

accent shift - the movement of accent away from the pattern of the root word, e.g., térritory - territórial, enígma - enigmátic

accusative case  -  expresses the direct object; in some language, it is the case required by some prepositions or postpositions [also called: objective case]

acrolect – the highest or purest form of the language [contrast: basilect; cf: creole]

action [semantic case role]

active (voice)

actor [semantic case role] – the animate doer of an action [Contrast: agent]
adjectival – describing or descriptive; behaving like an adjective
adjective  -  descriptive word that modifies a noun; inflected for comparative and superlative degree; quite a bit of overlap with nouns, i.e., many words are both noun and adjective

adverb  -  word that modifies a verb, adjective or another adverb and indicates time, manner, place, degree, etc.; also inflected for degree, as are adjectives

adverbial - a word or phrase that behaves like an adverb

affricate – a sound produced with some friction
age [1]- one of many aspects of language use [cf: senile, mature, teenage, child, baby]

age [2] - semantic type of adjective, e.g., new, young, old, modern, ancient]

agent   [semantic case role] -  the inanimate doer of an action [Contrast: actor]
agnation - choice of a grammatical pattern appropriate to a context and discourse level, e.g., The boy bought the sugar vs. The sugar was bought by the boy [see also: paraphrase]

allative case - the place to or into which.

allo- = alternate
allogram

allomorph

allophone

alloseme

alternate form -  a word that has more than one shape

alveolar

anaphora - reference in discourse to something already mentioned (an antecedent) [contrast: cataphora]

Anglo-Saxon

antecedent - something already mentioned [cf: anaphora]

anthropology

antonym  -  a word that has the opposite meaning of another, e.g., good - bad, high - low, near - far.
antonymy

aorist  -  verb form that expresses an action either without reference to time or done in the past

apical [ = apico-]

applications of language use

arbitrariness

argot - one of several aspects of language use involving speech level

argument discourse type - includes a position paper

article  -  word or particle that marks definite vs indefinite, previously-mentioned, or known information; English the and an
articulation

articulatory definition

aspect  -  indicates whether an action is ongoing or in progress (progres​sive), finished (perfective), or not yet completed (imperfective); contrast: tense

aspirate

aspiration

assimilation [see: progressive and regressive]

asymmetry in linguistic analysis [contrast: holes]

attitude - one of many aspects of language use [cf: style]

Austin [cf: performative, constative]

autobenefactive - indicates an action is done for oneself
auxiliary verb -  forms of the verb “to be” used to show progressive and future tenses

*B*

Babel

baby - first of five stages involving age in language use [cf: senile, mature, teenage, child]

back [see: vowel]

base form - deep structure before any transformations operate on it

base [see also: root]

basilect [contrast: acrolect ; cf: creole]

behabitive - performative sentence class

beneficiary [semantic case role] – specifies to whom, for whom, or on whose behalf an action is done.
bilabial

Bloch, Bernard

Bloomfield, Leonard (1933)

body language

borrowings

bound (morph) [contrast: free]

breadth = education and social standing of language use

broadcast transmission

*C*

calligraphy

case  -  indicates the grammatical role of a noun in a sentence [see: nominative, genitive, dative, accusative, ablative, instrumental, locative, etc.]

case ending

case grammar – the assignment of semantic roles to grammatical entities, e.g., the role of agent to the grammatical subject, the role of patient to the grammatical object (Charles Fillmore).
casual - one of many aspects of language style [also called: informal]

cataphora - reference in discourse to something about to be mentioned (a precedent) [contrast: anaphora]

causative verb -  making s.o. or s.t. do s.t. pa- prefix in the Philippines; also formed by auxiliary constructions, such as make, let, have.
cause [semantic case role] - specifies that an action is caused or made to happen.
causer [semantic case role] ] – specifies who causes an action to occur, e.g., My wife boiled the water = my wife caused the water to boil.
central [see: vowel]

chain of intelligibility

chemistry - the existence of rapport between or among speakers

child - second of five stages involving age in language use [cf: senile, mature, teenage, baby]

Chomsky, Noam [cf: transformational-generative grammar, government and binding, minimalism]

circumfix [also called: simulfix]

classification

classifiers - a system whereby nouns match up with grammatical forms, e.g., cigarette - three sticks, candy - four pieces, etc. In some languages, classifiers must always be used with nouns.

clause

closed system - a part of speech to which words are never or only rarely added in the development of a language through time [such as: pronouns, articles, auxiliary verbs, prepositions, conjunctions, negatives, interrogatives; contrast: open system]

coherence of text - proper use of sequence signals

coinages

collective noun

color [semantic type of adjective, e.g., black, white, red, yellow, blue, etc.]

comitative case

commissive - performative sentence class

common noun

comparative degree -  an inflected (e.g., English -er) or phrasal (e.g., English more) form of an adjective which is in an ascending series and shows that a noun has more of a quality than some other noun with which it is compared

competence

competence [contrast: performance]

complementary distribution

component -– a single semantic category or the smallest meaningful part of a word, e.g., gander = {male} + {goose}.
compound  -  two or more roots or stems put together into a single word (e.g., headache, girlfriend)

concession [semantic type of adverb]

condition [semantic type of adverb]

conjugation

conjunction  -  word form that links words or sentence parts; see coordinating and subordinating

conjunctive  -  word that behaves like a conjunction

connotation – extra cultural or social overtones that are attached to a word [contrast: denotation].
consonant  -  [contrast: vowel]

consonant change - the change in phonetic quality of a consonant when a word is inflected, e.g, wife /wayF + -s/ > wives [wayvz], house /hawS + -s/ > houses [hawzëz]

consonant loss - led to silent letters in English which come back in inflected forms, e.g., design > designation, know > acknowledge
constative - sentence type involving true/false statements; the negative result yields a liar

consultative - one of many aspects of language style [also called: normal]

content [contrast: form]

contentive - a content word [contrast: functor]

context

contextual definition (of part of speech)

conveying meaning

cooccurrence

coordinating conjunction  -  a word linking equal grammatical elements, e.g., and, or in English

coordinators [cf: sequence signal(s) in discourse]

count noun

creole [contrast: pidgin]

cultural attitudes - to eating, drinking, manners, courtship find their way into non-verbal communication

cultural level of linguistic analysis

cultural value

cultural view of language

culture

culture-bound code of communication

current relevance - perfective aspect implied in English have
*D*

dative case  -  marks a noun as a beneficiary or indirect object; the case required by some prepositions or postpositions

de Saussure, Ferdinand - French linguist, c. 1911 [cf: langue, parole]

declarative  -  mood of a verb used for reporting information

declarative - sentence type

declension  -  inflection of nouns based on the affixes they take for different cases or to show plurality

deep structure [contrast: surface structure; cf: transformational-generative grammar]

defective inflection  -  a verb or noun that is missing many forms that are considered “regular” for that part of speech

definite  -  equivalent to the in English

definition

definition (of part of speech)

degeneration – shifting the sense of a word to a lower or more negative meaning; contrast: elevation

degree [1] [see also: diminutive, intensive, positive, comparative, superlative]

degree [2] [semantic type of adverb, e.g., very, highly, mostly, extremely, etc.]

deictic  -  word relating to space or time, such as a demonstrative pronoun (English this, that)

demonstrative pronoun [see also: deictic]

denotation – what a word actually means or refers to [contrast: connotation]

derivation  -  the process of going from one part of speech to another (e.g., sing > singer ~ singing) [contrast with inflection; English prefixes always signal derivation; English suffixes usually signal inflection, but can also mark derivation]

description

descriptive linguistics

desiderative - mood of a verb indicating a desire, e.g., want, wish, like
determiner

determiners [cf: sequence signal(s) in discourse]

dialect = regional variation of language use

diatone [ = accent pair]

digraph  -  two letters that symbolize a single sound, e.g., th, sh, ee, ea
dimension [semantic type of adjective, e.g., big, little, long, wide, fat, etc.]

diminutive degree  -  a phrasal form of an adjective (e.g., English less) which is in a descending series and shows that a noun has less of a quality than some other noun with which it is compared

diphthong

directional case [see: ablative, allative, perlative ~ pergressive]

directional reception

discontinuous morph

discoursal component of language [cf: theme, rheme, information]

discourse

discourse grammar

discourse level of linguistic analysis

discourse particle  -  a word that indicates an attitude, mood or position on the part of the speaker, English ok, yeah, uh-huh, sorry!, etc.

discreteness

displacement

dissimilation - a sound moves further away from its place or manner of articulation, e.g., French marbre > English marble
distance between interlocuters - culturally-determined comfortable distance between two speakers

Dixon, Robert M. W. [cf: semantics first linguistics]

donor language [contrast: mother language; cf: pidgin, creole]

dorsal [ = dorso-]

dual (number) = involving two persons or entities

duality of patterning - refers to the fact that when we speak a language, we are using sounds which are essentially MEANINGLESS, but in combination with each other do CONVEY MEANING in that particular language. The duality is that (1) meaningless sounds are used to (2) convey meaning | §01
durative - progressive aspect implied in English be -ing
*E*

-eme

education - one aspect of language differentiation

elevation – shifting the sense of a word to a higher or more positive meaning; contrast: degeneration

ellision - [see: sandhi]

emic - inside view of language [contrast: etic]

employee - someone who works at a school or company involved in language research or teaching §01
empty morph

entropy

enumerative pronoun

epenthesis / epenthetic - the insertion of a sound

ergative (case)

essive case [contrast: inchoative with regard to verbs]

esthetics

ethneme

ethnocentrism

ethnological level of linguistic analysis

ethnology

ethnon

ethnosemon

ethnotactics

etic - outside view of language [contrast: emic]

exclamatory - sentence type

exclamatory discourse type

exercitive - performative sentence class

existential case

existential verb - a special verb form denoting being or existence, e.g., the verb “to be” in English (am, is, are, was, were, etc.)

experiential component of language - transitivity, actor/causer, process, goal/affected, beneficiary, etc.

expositive - performative sentence class

expository discourse type - gives explanatory information (theoretical or reason oriented)

expression - a group of words usually used together

extended meaning - a secondary, but related meaning

eye-contact

*F*

familiar - one of many aspects of language style [also called: intimate]

favorite sentence type [contrast: non-favorite ~ minority sentence type]

feminine (gender) - a classification involving female entities or nominals perceived within the culture as feminine [contrast: masculine, neuter]

Fillmore, Charles - author of generative case grammar

first order (suffix ~ prefix)

first person - the speaker = I, we
fixed word order

focus - independent system of highlighting or emphasizing noun complements in discourse; in English, this is usually accomplished by intonation

form [contrast: content]

formal - one of many aspects of language style

formal definition (of part of speech)

fortis (consonant) [contrast: lenis]

frame [see also: tagmeme]

free (morph) [contrast: bound]

free variation

free word order - the order of words per se does not serve a grammatical function so they may be switched around without any significant meaning change

fricative [ = spirant]

front [see: vowel]

frozen - one of many aspects of language style [also called: rigid]

function nouns [cf: sequence signal(s) in discourse]

function verbs [cf: sequence signal(s) in discourse]

functional definition

functor - a grammatical form or grammar-based word [contrast: contentive]

future (tense)

*G*

gender - the classification within some languages of things into masculine or feminine sets (and sometimes into neutral or neuter sets as well)

generalization -- the narrowing of meaning to a general or generic term

generative case grammar - a form of transformational grammar that included semantics and recognized deep structure cases [cf: Charles Fillmore]

generative grammar [cf: transformational grammar]

genitive case - marks the possessor (like English ’s) or some association with a head noun (like English “of”; sometimes like an adjective); the case required by some positionals

Germanic

gesture(s)

given - information [contrast: new]

glide

glottal

govern(ment) - requiring that another word be in a specific grammatical category

government and binding

grammar

grammatical gender

grammatical terminology

grammeme

grammon

grammotactics

Greek

greeting - sentence type

*H*

Halliday, M. A. K. (1966-68) - discourse grammar

haplology - the dropping of identical or close sounds or syllables, e.g., saying “morphonemics” for morphophonemics; the British town of Worcester is pronounced [wuster]

Harris, Zellig

head verb - the main verb in a sentence; term usually used if a subordinate verb is present, like “he said that he would go”

height

high [see: vowel]

high-mid [see: vowel]

Hocket, Charles F.

hole in linguistic analysis [contrast: asymmetry]

homograph

homomorph

homonym  – a word that sounds the same as another, but has completely unrelated meanings, e.g., right = correct, right = (antonym of left)
homonymy - the shared condition of overlap of sound and meaning
homophone - the shared condition of having the same pronunciation, regardless of actuall spelling [right, write, rite]
hortative - mood of a verb expressing some form of encouragement, e.g., let’s do 
hortatory discourse type - gives advice or an exhortation

human propensity [semantic type of adjective, e.g., happy, jealous, kind, wise, merciful, etc.].
hyperbole – exaggeration used for emphasis or effect.
hyponymy -- a form is subordinate or belonging to a lower rank or class. Within such sets there can be a hierarchy, that is, they have a higher vs. lower level relationship.
*I*

idiom – a word or phrase that does not mean what it or their part(s) imply.
idiomatic meaning - the true meaning which usually does not relate to the individual meaning of the words; contrasts with literal meaning

idiomaticity – drastically different meaning(s) assigned to a word or phrase which could not be understood by a non-native speaker, e.g., silverfish = [insect species], neither a fish nor silver, or kick the bucket = die
immediate constituent analysis - process of segmenting a complex construction by successive single cuts; the basis of structural grammar in the 1950’s [cf: Zellig Harris]

imperative - mood of a verb expressing a command

imperative - sentence type

imperfective - shows an action not yet begun

inchoative verb - becoming X, changing into X
indefinite - equivalent to “a” or “an” in English

independent participle

indicative - primary mood of a verb that is used for reporting information or asking questions

Indo-European

infinitive - citation form of a verb meaning of to VERB in English; serves as the complement of verbs like to want or to be able
infix - small word part that breaks up a word, i.e., it is inserted after the first part of the word, e.g., abso-bloody-lutley

inflection - moving about within a given part of speech, like declining a noun for case or number and conjugating a verb for tense) [contrast with derivation]

informal - one of many aspects of language style [also called: casual]

information - discoursal component of language [cf: given vs new]

inner-layer suffix or pre-suffix - an affix that comes after the root, but before any other suffixes are added

instrument [1] [semantic case role] – indicates with or using (some instrument); reason for or result of an action; way or means; while or during with time words in some languages; the case required by some prepositions or postpositions.

instrument [2] [semantic type of adverb, e.g., with a fork, using a hammer]

instrumental case - indicates “with” ~ “using” (some instrument); reason for ~ result of an action; way ~ means; “while” ~ “during” with time words; the case required by some prepositions or postpositions

intelligibility

intensive degree - a phrasal form of an adjective (e.g., English very, extremely) which is in an ascending series and shows that a noun has more of a quality than some other noun with which it is compared

interchangeability

interdental

interference - one of many aspects of language use [cf: accent]

interjection - verbal gesture or emotive word, as in English ouch!, help!, oh!

International Phonetic Alphabet

interpersonal component of language [cf: mood]

interrogative - form used to ask a question

interrogative - sentence type

intimate - one of many aspects of language style [also called: familiar]

intonation

intonational gestures

intransitive - verb that does not take a direct object

IPA

irregular - any form that does not fit the pattern or paradigm considered basic for that part of speech [contrast: regular]

irregular verb - form not inflected according to the general patterns established for a particular verb conjugation, e.g., saw instead of see-ed

iterative - doing something again, e.g., the English prefix re-

*J*

Joos, Martin

juncture

jural rules

*K*

kinesics - forms of non-verbal communication involving body language, sign language, gestures, physical distance, etc.

*L*

labiodental

Lakoff, George

Lamb, Sidney [cf: stratificational linguistics]

laminal [ = lamino-]

Langendoen, D. Terence

language

language attitudes

language colonialism

language differentiation [see: sociolinguistics of language use]

language dynamics

language family

langue [contrast: parole; cf: Ferdinand de Saussure]

lateral

Latin

lax (vowel) [contrast: tense]

left-branching - the tendency the put all the details that modify, qualify or otherwise explain a noun ahead of it (to the left in writing)

length [see: vowel]

lenis (consonant) [contrast: fortis]

level - one of many aspects of language use [cf: slang, argot]

levels of linguistic analysis

lexeme

lexical conditioning

lexical definition (of part of speech)

lexical level of linguistic analysis

lexicography

lexicon

lexology

lexotactics

linguist

linguistic interference

linguistics - the scientific study of anything to do with language §01
literal meaning - the meaning obtained if the words are translated one by one; contrasts with idiomatic meaning

litotes – an understatement or weaker to stronger meaning, e.g., no small problem
loan [ = loanword]

locative case - the place “in” or position “at”

logical component of language [cf: predication; subject vs predicate]

low(ness) [see: vowel]

Lyon, John - British transformational grammarian

*M*

manner of articulation

manner [1] [semantic case role]

manner [2] [semantic type of adverb, e.g., easily, softly, with difficulty, etc.]

marked – having a presupposition or special meaning attached, e.g., How young are you? implies that the person is young, not old; [contrast: unmarked]

marked word order - order of words in a sentence where extra information is carried based on the position of the words, e.g., Am I going? conveys a question [contrast: unmarked word order - I am going.]

marker - a word used to designate some grammatical or discourse category; English the versus a, case markers in Philippine languages.
marking – having a presupposition or special meaning (marked) as opposed to a non-specific meaning (unmarked).

masculine (gender) - a classification involving male entities or nominals perceived within the culture as masculine [contrast: feminine, neuter]

mass noun

mature - fourth of five stages involving age in language use [cf: senile, teenage, child, baby]

meaning

means [semantic type of adverb, e.g., by car, with pride, etc.]

medium - one of many aspects of language use, involving speaking versus writing

metathesis - the swapping or shifting of sounds, e.g., Old English brid > English bird, Old English hrus > English horse [see: Spoonerisms]

metonomy – close association or nearness in space of time.

mid [see: vowel]

mid-low [see: vowel]

Middle English

minimal pair

minority sentence type [contrast: favorite sentence type; cf: non-favorite sentence type]

modal (particle) [also see: preverb]

modal [contrast: residual]

mode - See: mood

Modern English

monograph - two sounds written as a single letter

monosyllabic - consisting of a single syllable

mood - interpersonal component of language [cf: modal vs residual]

mood - relates to verbal function within the type of statement being made; see: indicative, abilitative, desiderative, hortative, imperative, obligatory, optative, potential, subjunctive

morph

morpheme

morphological

morphological conditioning

morphological level of linguistic analysis

morphology

morphophoneme

morphophonemic changes - sporadic changes in the form of a word [see also: sound changes]

morphophonemic solution

morphotactics [see: order of morphs]

mother language [contrast: donor language; cf: pidgin, creole]

music

mutual intelligibility

*N*

narrative discourse type - tells a story or describes an event in a chronological framework

nasal

native [contrast: non-native]

natural gender

near minimal pair

negation

negative = “no” or “not”

negative transformation [TNEG]

negative – logical value of a sentence, sometimes considered a semantic case role

Neo-Bloomfieldian linguistics [American linguistic school]

neologisms - old terms put to new use

neuter (gender) - a classification of entities or nominals within the culture perceived as neither masculine nor feminine

new - information [contrast: given]

nominal - a word that serves as a noun, such as some adjectives may also be nouns

nominative case - the subject of a clause or sentence; it may be unmarked or have no ending, and often is the citation form of any noun

non-favorite sentence type [contrast: favorite sentence type; cf: minority sentence type]

non-native [contrast: native]

non-verbal knowledge [contrast: verbal knowledge]

nonce ~ nonsense morph - a meaningless element in a compound, e.g., cobweb, raspberry

noncontrastive distribution

normal - one of many aspects of language style [also called: consultative]

Norman French

notional definition (of part of speech)

noun - form inflected for declension, case, and number

noun phrase - a head noun with another noun or an adjective

number - grammatical category encompassing a singular or plural nominal

numeral = a number

*O*

object  – the inanimate recipient or receiver of an action, which expresses the direct object; in some languages, it is the case required by some prepositions or postpositions [semantic case role; contrast patient; as a case it is called: accusative].
objective case  -  expresses the direct object; in some languages, it is the case required by some prepositions or postpositions [also called: accusative]

obligatory - mood of a verb expressing an obligation or necessity, e.g., ought to, should, must
obstruent [ = stop]

off-glide

Old English

-ology

-on

open system - a part of speech to which words are continually added in the development of a language through time [such as nouns, verbs, adjective, adverbs; contrast: closed system]

operator(s) - preverbs or auxiliary verbs

optative - mood of a verb expressing a wish, e.g., if only, hopefully
oral-aural

order of morphs [see also: word order]

ordinal - number equivalent to English “-th” (e.g., fifth, sixth)

organization

originative case

orthographic

orthography

*P*

palatal

palatalized [ = palato-]

paradigm

paradigmatic
paradox - something that seems to be contrary to common sense §01
paraphrase - choice of words similar in meaning to another appropriate to the context and discourse level, e.g., the boy | the youth [cf: agnation]. This can apply to words, phrases, or even sentences.
parole [contrast: langue; cf: Ferdinand de Saussure]

part of speech

participle - independent or relative suffixed verb form

passive - a transitive verb form marked by -ed, making the object of an action into the subject of the sentence

passive transformation [TPASS]

past (tense)

past transformation [TPAST]

patient – the animate recipient or receiver of an action [semantic case role; contrast object].
pattern congruity

pause

pedagogical implications of language use

perfective (aspect) - denotes completed action, e.g., English have ~ had VERBed

performance

performance [contrast: competence]

performative - sentence type involving happy (felicitive) vs unhappy (infelicitive) verbal actions, i.e., to say is to do; the negative result yields a hypocrit

pergressive case - the place “through” which an action or event occurs, (The dog chased the cat through the house, The arrow hit him through the heart) [also called: perlative]

perlative case [see: pergressive]

person - grammatical category relating to the speaker (first person), the addressee (second person), or another (third person)

personal

personal pronoun

phatic communion - anything said that establishes “contact” or rapport between two speakers (e.g., hi, how are you?, y’know, eh, like), but which does not impart information

pherohormones [cf: smell]

phon(e)

phone

phoneme

phonetic grouping(s)

phonetic similarity

phonetic writing

phonetics

phonological

phonological conditioning

phonological level of linguistic analysis

phonology

phonotactics

phrase / phrasal - two or more words that together serve as a single part of speech, such as a noun phrase (“an interesting topic”) or a verb phrase (“has been discussed”)

phrase structure rule [cf: structural rule; transformational rule]

physical property [semantic type of adjective, e.g., hard, heavy, hot, sour, etc.]

pictographic writing

pidgin [contrast: creole]

Pike, Kenneth [cf: tagmemic grammar]

pitch

place of articulation

place [1] [semantic case role of a noun] in English following prepositions such as at, from, in, on, to, towards; in Tagalog, nouns following sa, kay, kina.
place [2] [semantic type of adverb, e.g., locally, far, near].
plural - more than one (or two = dual, or three = trial).
politically correct – the requirement to use newly-developed terms instead of words that have come to have negative connotations, e.g., Negro => Black => African American.

polyseme  – a word that has different, but related meanings.
polysemy  – the situation when a word has different, but related meanings.
positional - a word that occurs in a fixed position, e.g., before or after a noun; see postposition and preposition

positive degree - the basic form of an adjective which implies no comparison

possessive (case)

postposition - a positional form that comes after the noun or nominal and may require that it be in a certain case

potential - mood of a verb expressing a possibility, e.g., may, might
pragmatics

pre-clausal - coming before a clause, e.g., I asked if he was going to come
pre-suffix - See: inner-layer suffix

precedent - something about to be mentioned [cf: cataphora]

predicate - logical component of language [contrast: subject]

predicate [contrast: subject]

predication - logical component of language [cf: subject vs predicate]

prediction

predictive - forms or categories can be expected to occur in a language or across languages

prefix - small word part ~ morpheme that comes before a root or stem, e.g., English un-, pre-, co-, etc.

preposition - a positional form that comes before the noun or nominal, and requires that it be in a certain case

prescriptive linguistics

present (tense)

presupposition - presumption by the speaker that the hearer knows what he is talking about; proper balance of given vs new information; the given may be culturally understood

preverb - [also see: modal particle]

primary stress

privative case

procedural discourse type - prescribes a procedure (practical or process oriented)

productive (morph) [contrast: unproductive]

productive case

productivity

proform - a word that may have been traditionally classified as a pronoun, but which is actually some other part of speech (e.g., the interrogatives why, where, when, how  are interrogative adverbs, not a pronouns)

progressive (aspect)- denotes ongoing action, English verb form marked by -ing
progressive assimilation - the carrying over of a feature of one sound to that of the next sound uttered, e.g., [mis-t] missed, [dog-z] dogs [contrast: regressive assimilation]

pronominal transformation [TPRO]

pronoun - a word that stands for a person, location, or other noun

pronunciation

proper noun - personal, family or place name; usually capitalized in Roman script languages

proto- - an earlier, reconstructed stage of any given language [English is a descendant of Proto-Germanic, the ancestor language of all forms of German, including Dutch, High German, Low German, and Yiddish]

purpose [semantic type of adverb, e.g., I came to talk to you.]

*Q*

question

question to answer problem - appropriateness of a question; does the question give enough information to elicit the answer?; what is desired in the answer?

question transformation [TQ]

question word = an interrogative form [what?, who?, whose?, why?, when?, where?, how?]
*R*

range of meaning

rapid fading

reason [semantic type of adverb, e.g., He ate early because he was hungry.]

reciprocal - indicates an action is done to  each other ~ one another
reduced form - reduction of a longer word

reduced system - a pattern that has shorter or simpler forms than expected

redundancy

reduplication

reference - interpretation of an utterance [hearer-oriented]

referent

reflexive - indicates an action is done to oneself
regional variation = dialect

register - one of many aspects of language use, involving areas such as legal, religious, mechanical, scientific, technical, etc.

regressive assimilation - the movement backward of a feature of one sound to that of the previous sound, e.g., [in-port] import, [iÑ-käm] income  [contrast: progressive assimilation]

regular [contrast: irregular]

regularization

relative - word that links other words together

relative participle - used in relative or modifying constructions, “which” or “that”

relative pronoun

released [contrast: unreleased]

residual [contrast: modal]

responsibility - one of many aspects of language use

result [semantic type of adverb, e.g., The building collapsed when the earthquake hit.]
retroflex

rheme - discoursal component of language, in English everything after the first sentence element [contrast: theme]

rhotic

rigid - one of many aspects of language style [also called: frozen]

ritual discourse type - performance or phatic communion

Romanized alphabet

root - meaningful form that can stand alone; contrast with stem

rounded [contrast: unrounded]

*S*

sandhi - sound changes that occur across word boundaries, e.g., Did you eat? > [dya-et], do not > don’t
Sapir, Edward

scale of meaning

schwa - a mid central vowel written phonetically as [‘], which is heard in the English words  but, such, sofa, women, again

science

second order (suffix ~ prefix)

second person - the addressee or person spoken to = you
secondary stress

selectional features - semantic features that operate within a grammar [contrast: subcategorizational features] , e.g., drink requires a liquid object; eat requires a solid, usually chewable object.
sem(e) - a basic unit of meaning.
semantic definition (of part of speech) - looking at each part of speech based upon overall meanings within it.
semantic level of linguistic analysis

semantic mapping  – putting related words into a weaker to stronger, or neutral to offensive string, e.g., drunk, inebriated, intoxicated, soused.
semantic projection – when a verb or other part of speech entails some specific meaning, e.g., Drink your ice cream! implies or projects that the ice cream has melted.
semantic relationships– the various degrees of closeness or distance that the meaning of words can achieve, e.g., synonymy, antonymy, hyponymy, polysemy, metonomy, synecdoche, hyperbole, taboo, etc.
semantic set – words that form a part of a set or paradigm, rather than have opposite meanings, e.g., male – female, eat -- drink
semantic triangle – the tripartite relationship of word – form – meaning.
semantic types of adjective [there are seven: dimension, physical property, color, human propensity, age, value, and speed]

semantic types of adverb [there are eleven: time, manner, reason, purpose, place, means, instrument, concession, result, degree, condition]

semanticity

semantics

semantics-first linguistics [cf: R. M. W. Dixon].
sememe – a basic or elemental unit of meaning, e.g., {female} + {sheep} = 'ewe'.
semiconsonant

semivowel

semon

semotactics

senile - fifth of five stages involving age in language use [cf: mature, teenage, child, baby]

sentence

sentence modifiers [cf: sequence signal(s) in discourse]

sequence signal(s) - discourse structures, forms or links [cf: coherence of text]

set
show and tell - teaching via demonstrations (such as driving a car, basket-weaving, tying knots, or cooking)

sibilant

sign language

silent letter

simple form -  a root form without affixes or compound parts

simplification

simulfix [see: circumfix]

singular [contrast: plural]

slang - one of several aspects of language use involving speech level

smell

social standing - one aspect of language differentiation

sociolinguistics of language use

sonorant

sound

SOV - word order with the subject first, the object second, and the verb third [contrast: SVO, VSO]

speaking - one of many aspects of language use [contrast: writing]

specialization – limiting a word's meaning to a special field or sense, e.g., mass or energy in physics.
speech

speech level - one of many aspects of language use [cf: slang, argot]

speed [semantic type of adjective, e.g., fast, quick, slow]

spirant [ = fricative]

Spoonerism - the swapping or shifting of sounds between two or more words, e.g., the queer old dean (instead of the dear old queen) [see: metathesis]

stative - a verb showing an emotion, feeling or state, usually intransitive

stem - a small word-part that cannot be used alone, but which occurs in word-formation [contrast: root]

stop [ = obstruent]

stratificational linguistics - recognizes several strata or cognitive boxes organizing language and proposes that both rules and relations operate in the linguistic process [cf: Sidney Lamb]

stress

structural linguistics [American linguistic school]

structural rule [cf: phrase structure rule; transformational rule]

structuralist

student - someone who embarks on the study of another language §01
style - one of many aspects of language use [cf: attitude]

sub-culture [see: level]

subcategorizational feature - the assignment of semantic information at the level of grammatical analysis (D. Terence Langendoen); grammatcial features [contrast: selectional features]

subject - logical component of language [contrast: predicate]

subject matter - one of many aspects of language use

subjunctive - mood of a verb in a subordinate clause after some subor​dinating conjunctions or expressions (if, were ... to) or verbs (like say or be necessary)

subordinate verb - a verb governed by a head verb, which see

subordinating conjunction  -  a word linking unequal grammatical elements, e.g., if, unless, nevertheless in English

substitutability

substitute(s) [cf: sequence signal(s) in discourse]

suffix - small word part ~ morpheme that comes after a root or stem, as English -ed or -ing
superlative degree - an inflected (-est) or phrasal form (most ) of an adjective which expresses the greatest amount or intensity of a quality that is found among all the objects compared

suppletion - a form that involves a complete change of root, such as English good - better (not gooder), one - first (not oneth)

suprasegmental(s)

surface structure [contrast: deep structure; cf: transformational-generative grammar]

SVO - word order with the subject first, the verb second, and the object third (generally like that of English) [contrast: SOV, VSO]

synecdoche – a whole-to-part or part-to-whole meaning relationship.

synonym - a word that has the same, similar, or identical meaning to another word
synonymy

syntactic definition (of part of speech)

syntactic level of linguistic analysis

syntactics

syntagmatic

syntax

*T*

taboo – a social prohibition on using a word

tactics - another word for "rules" or "arrangement"; see phonotactics.
tagmeme [see also: frame]

tagmemic grammar

taxonomic linguistics [American linguistic school]
teacher - someone who has discovered that language is the primary tool of most types of education or pedagogy §01
teenage - third of five stages involving age in language use [cf: senile, mature, child, baby]

tense (vowel) [contrast: lax]

tense - the placement of an action in time (present, past, future); contrast: aspect

text

texteme

textology

textophoneme

textosemantic

textotactics

textual level of linguistic analysis [see: discourse]

thematic - serves to mark a specific grammatical function

theme - discoursal component of language, in English first sentence element [contrast: rheme]

theme - relates to the number of noun complements a verb takes and how these relate to each other (subject, object, indirect object, etc.); see also transitive, intransitive

third person - someone or something other than the speaker or addressee = he, she, it, they
time [1] [semantic case role]

time [2] [semantic type of adverb, e.g., now, tomorrow, yesterday, etc.]

tongue height

tongue position

total feedback

traditional classification of sentence types as functions of/in discourse [see: declarative, interrogative, imperative, exclamatory]

traditional linguistics [American linguistic school]

traditional transmission

transformation(s)

transformational grammar [See: generative grammar]

transformational rule [cf: phrase structure rule; structural rule]

transformational-generative grammar

transitive - verb that usually takes a direct object

transitivity - experiential component of language

transplanted variety of English - English as spoken in India, the Philippines, Mexico, Singapore, Africa, etc.

transported variety of English - English as spoken in America, Australia, Canada, and New Zealand

trial (number) = involving three persons or entities

types of Englishes [cf: transported versus transplanted varieties]

*U*

unaccented

unique morph

universal grammar - generation of all possible correct sentences and exclusion of all incorrect sentences

unmarked unmarked – not having any presupposition or special meaning attached, e.g., How old are you? does not presuppose the person is young or old; [contrast: marked].
unmarked word order - order of words in a sentence where no extra information is carried beyond the meaning of the words, e.g., I am going [contrast: marked word order - Am I going?]

unproductive (morph) [contrast: productive]

unreleased [contrast: released]

unrounded [contrast: rounded]

*V*

value [semantic type of adjective, e.g., good, bad, proper, perfect, pure, etc.]

variety of English [cf: transported versus transplanted]

velar

verb  - part of speech inflected for tense, voice, mood, etc.

verb particle - form used in a verb phrase, e.g., will, should
verb phrase - a verb and any other part of speech, including an auxiliary, that together serve as a verb

verbal

verbal knowledge [contrast: non-verbal knowledge]

verbal noun - gerund form, equivalent to -ing
verdictive - performative sentence class

vocabulary

vocal-auditory channel

vocative - sentence type

vocative case - the form of a noun used for calling someone

vocative discourse type

voice - verb form involving either an active construction (wherein an agent does s.t. to an object) or a passive one (whereby the object is acted upon by an agent)

voiced

voiceless

vowel change - the change in a root vowel’s quality when a different part of speech is formed, e.g., food - fodder, grass - graze, sign - signature, etc.

vowel harmony - the change of one vowel to match another; not common in English, but it yielded many cases of ablaut historically; this is the reason why strong became strengthen (the -o- harmonzied with the -e- of the Old English suffix)

vowel loss - the loss of a vowel when a word is derived or inflected, e.g., actress [actor-ess]

vowel [contrast: consonant]

VSO - word order with the verb first, the subject second, and the object third (as in most Philippine languages) [contrast: SOV, SVO]

*W*

widening – a form is superordinate or belonging to a higher rank or class, e.g., using Coca-Cola as a generic term for soft drink, contrast: hyponomy

word

word bit

word class - See: part of speech

word formation

word order

writing - one of many aspects of language use [contrast: speaking]

*X*

Xhi-o-Xlo = mixture of level (higher level term is put first followed by -o- and then lower level), e.g., morphophoneme, textomorpheme

*Y* “Ain’t there any linguistic terms beginning with Y?”
*Z*

zero affix  Ø  - the lack of a suffix or affix in a paradigm where one might be expected, such as he bet-Ø $5 (not bett-ed)

zero morph

